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 ϼмϝ̮̮ПгЮϜ сТ ̶ϟ̮̮̮уЧзϧЯ̴Ю сжϝ̮̮зϡЯЮϜ ̶рϸϝ̮̮зЮϜ 
 

 аϝ̲̮̮К ̵ЁЂϓϦ̸̸̼̀ бЦϼ Ͻϡ϶м бЯК)̷̀  ϵтϼϝ̮̮Ϧ

̸̾/̸/̸̼̀̾(  
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 ϵтϼϝϦ̸̷/̸̷/̷̷̹̼(  
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Caving in Lebanon has been around for over sixty five years.  
 
The Spéléo Club du Liban (SCL) was founded in 1951, and it is the oldest 

caving club in the Middle East. The founding members were Lionel Gorra, Albert 
Anavy, Raymond Khawam and Sami Karkabi. The club, since its initiation, has been 
dedicated to speleological (scientific and sport) activities, related to caves and karst. 

 
Exploration of horizontal and vertical caves in Lebanon has continued 

systematically for the last 50 years, and the SCL is still exploring some of the largest 
and most beautiful caves in Lebanon.  More than 1000 caves have been explored 
and reported in Lebanon by the SCL. 

 
The SCL has discovered some of the deepest and longest caves in Lebanon. 

In 1954 the 9km Jiita cave was mapped and explored by the SCL.  In 1962 the 
deepest sinkhole in Lebanon up to this date (Foura Dara) was discovered and 
explored down to ï622m.  Some of the most beautiful caves in Lebanon have been 
discovered by the SCL.  To name a few, Mgharet el Kassarat, Mgharet Kenaan, 
Rouaisse cave, Mgharet Nabaa el Shatawie, Qadisha cave, Baataara, Balaa, Jouret 
el Abed, Roueiss Cave, Nabaa el Moutran, Afqa cave and many more. 

 
The club was recognized as an entity of public utility by the Lebanese 

government in 1963. 'The National Order of the Cedars', from the Lebanese 
government was awarded for their work in Jiita Cave, rank Officer, in 1969. In 2005 a 
second Order of the Cedars was awarded to the club, rank Knight. 
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 The Middle-East Speleology Symposium (MESS) is organized by the Spéléo 
Club du Liban (SCL) under the patronage of Union Internationale de Spéléologie 
(UIS). 
 
 
 Description:  
 
The MESS marks a continuity of holding a regional conference to discuss new 
speleological achievements and developments in the Middle East, Eastern 
Mediterranean, Eastern Africa, Iran and Pakistan. With a frequency of one 
symposium every five years, the MESS will secure original news and continuous 
recording of development of speleology in the Middle East region and its 
surroundings. 
 
Objectives: 
 
Å Presentation of new techniques, discoveries and explorations;  
Å Presentation and discussion of the related sciences and their application in the   
realm of speleology (e.g. geology, hydrology, archaeology);  
Å Karst, protection, environment and heritage;  
Å Sustainable development of caves and karst terrains (ecotourism themes);  
Å Transdisciplinary approach to Karst terrains (combining physical sciences and 
social sciences with respect to Karst.); and  
Å Implementation of stronger bonds of friendship and comradeship among cavers, 
speleologists and cave lovers, resulting in further international/multi-disciplinary 
cooperative ventures.  
 
Target Audience: 
 

Å Scientists and researchers interested in Karst and Caves; 
Å Cavers and speleologists ï youth interested in caves and all aspects of 

speleology; 
Å International Organizations (ESCWA, UNDP, UNIDOé);  NGOs;  
Å Syndicates (Tour Guides Hotels, restaurants, travel agenciesé);  
Å Tourism organizations, tourism boards;  
Å Schools, Universities and Institutes (geology, archeology, environmental,     

tourism .....) 
Å National, regional and international associations, organizations and clubs;  
Å Red Cross; Scouts;  
Å Travel agencies and societies specialized in ecotourism; rent a car agents,  

hotels, restaurants;  
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Å Organizations managing nature reserves and protected areas;  
Å Municipalities;  
Å Medias; and  
Å Embassies.  
Å Syndicates of tour guides in the Middle East and the Arab countries;  
Å Officials working in the tourism field in the Arab countries.  

 
 
    Potential Sponsors:  
 

¶ Service Sector: Banks, Insurance Companies, Airline Companies, Hotels,   

¶ Resorts, Telecommunication (Internet) Companies, etc.  

¶ Media Sponsors  
 
 
 
Number of participants:  
100 persons. 
 
 
Media:  
  
 Access to the major local newspapers and magazines before, during and after 
the symposium are provided; such as An Nahar, Al Mustaqbal, Al Balad, Ad Dyar, 
lôOrient le Jour, the Daily Star, Magazine, la Revue du Libané  
 
In addition televisions and radios introduce this event.  
Press book is available in addition to the issuance of a special magazine that 
reproduces the major films, photos and activities introduced during this event.  
 
 
Publications: 
 
- Around 2000 invitations distributed (1st and 2nd announcements); 
- Abstract book 
- 500 posters 
- Press book 
- 500 Proceedings 
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The Middle-East Speleology Symposium (MESS 1) 
 
 
  After the First National Meeting organized in 1996, the ñSp®l®o Club du Libanñ 
(SCL) and the Lebanese National Council for Scientific Research (LNCSR) 
organized the ñFirst International Symposium of Middle East Speleologyò (MESS1).  
This event was held at the University of the Holy Spirit, Kaslik (USEK) in April 2001 
and was under the high patronage of the Ministry of the Environment.  
 
The MESS1 was the first of its kind concerning cave exploration in the Middle-East 
and the surrounding region. About 200 scientists and cavers attended the 
symposium and visited the exceptional ñSpelemediaò exhibition. Among the 
participants, 50 international speleologists (Arabs, Europeans, Americans, 
Japaneseé) have shared their experiences and knowledge.  
 
 

 ϣжЂ сТ сжАм ̭ϝЧЮ Ь̵мϜ ϸϝЧЛжϜ ϸЛϠ̸̀̀̽ ϣтвЯЛЮϜ ϨмϲϠЯЮ сжАмЮϜ ЀЯϮвЮϜм ϼмϝПвЮϜ сТ ϞтЧжϦЯЮ сжϝжϠЯЮϜ рϸϝжЮϜ аϝЦ ̪
 ϜϺк атЦϒ .ϼмϝПвЮϜ сТ ϞтЧжϦЯЮ Ь̵мцϜ АЂмцϜ ФϼІЮϜ ϼвϦϔв ϼтЎϲϦ сТ ϢϼІϝϠвЮϝϠ ̪ϣтжАмЮϜ ϤϝтЛвϮЮϜ ЌЛϠ Йв дмϝЛϦЮϝϠ

ЮϜ ϰмϼЮϜ ϣЛвϝϮ сТ ϨϸϲЮϜ дϝЂтж сТ ШтЯЂЪЮϜ ЀϸЧ̷̷̸̹  сТ йКмж дв Ь̵мцϜ ϼвϦϔвЮϜ ϜϺк ϼϠϦЛтм .ϣϚтϠЮϜ ϢϼϜϾм ϣтϝКϼϠ
 дв ϼϪЪϒ .йАтϲвм АЂмцϜ ФϼІЮϜ сТ сЎϝтϼЮϜ м свЯЛЮϜ й̵тЧІ сТ ϼмϝПвЮϜ РϝІϦЪϜ  ЬмϝжϦ ϨтϲϠ ϝжϦЧАжв̷̷̹  аЮϝК

Кмж дв ϸтϼУЮϜ свыКшϜ ЌϼЛвЮϜ ϜмϼЎϲ м ϼвϦϔвЮϜ ϜϺк сТ ϜмЪϼϝІ ϸЦ ϼмПϦЂвм дв свЮϝК ϼмПϦЂв дмЂв϶ ЌϼК .й
 сТ ϜмвкϝЂ ϸЦ сЮϝϦЮϝϠ м ̪ϼмϝПвЮϜ сТ ϞтЧжϦЮϜ ЬϝϮв сТ алϦϝвмЯЛв м алϦϜϼϠ϶ дϝϠϝтЮϜ м ̪ϝϠмϼмϒ ̪ϣ̵тϠϼЛЮϜ ЬмϸЮϜ ̪ϝЪϼтвϒ

  .ϼвϦϔвЮϜ ϰϝϮж 
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The Middle-East Speleology Symposium (MESS 2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Middle-East Speleology Symposium 2006 was the second international meeting 
that discussed the speleology in the Middle-East region and its surroundings. 
Scientists and cavers from the region and beyond met, discussed their 
achievements and prepared future ventures. 
 
Organized by the Spéléo-Club du Liban (SCL) and the Lebanese National Council 
for Scientific Research (LNCSR), with the collaboration of the Department of 
Geology at the American University of Beirut (AUB) and under the patronage of the 
Union Internationale de Spéléologie (UIS), the 2nd Middle-East Speleology 
Symposium (MESS 2) was held on 21, 22, 23 April 2006 at the American University 
of Beirut.  
 
The symposium was also the reason for having the committee of the Union 
Internationale de Spéléologie (UIS) their annual meeting for the first time in 
Lebanon.  
 
Before the symposium, the ñLibrary of Sami Karkabiò has been announced ñopen for 
the publicò in SCL Club House.  
 
The MESS2 included six separate themes covering almost all aspects of speleology 
and karst sciences: (A) Technical Speleology, (B) Scientific Speleology, (C) Karst 
Development and Protection, (D) Transdisciplinary Karst Studies, (E) Spelemedia 
and Posters, and (F) International Contribution.  
 
On the first day, presentations about: Exploration & New Discoveries, Speleo-
Techniques & Cave-Rescue, Archeology, Geology & Hydrogeology, Speleogenesis 
and Speleothems Studies and Biospeleology habe been done by participants.  
 
On the second day, the presentations were about Karst Development and 
Protection, Transdisciplinary Karst Studies, Archeology, Geology & Hydrogeology, 
Speleogenesis, Speleothems, Biospeleology, Karst & Environment, New 
Discoveries, Cave-Rescue, International Contribution and Spelemedia. 
 
The Spelemedia theme grouped all audio-visual sessions, which are related to 
speleology. Movies have been played at the end of the day.  
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Some participants presented photographic documents to the Spelemedia exhibition 
that included Scientific Posters. 
 
On the third day, a field trip has been done to the north of Lebanon. 
 
Six different post-symposium tours and excursions were planned for the participants 
of the MESS2. Some tourist and other caving trips lead to different regions of 
Lebanon.  
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